
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     MAY 29, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 2ND SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 462 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, when I look within I never see a smile.  What I 

see moves along a scale that contains indifference, irritation, 

disappointment, inconvenience, annoyance, impatience, and 

exasperation.  This internal environment is like a black hole that 

absorbs all life around it.  I spend a lot of time and energy 

seeking to escape the pull of this internal vortex—I look for, try 

to earn and be worthy of smiles, from others and from you.  I 

fail to realize the futility of this effort: I do not take seriously 

that smiles in the present are not sufficient to offset their 

absence in the past; plus, the effort ties me to an endless striving 

to be smiled at.  I turn to you because from you I receive 

compassion, which acknowledges the lack of support and 

encouragement which reside in the center of my life, and also 

recognizes, allows and accepts the pain of being disabled by 

having such a center.  Deliver me from the idolatry of the “fully 

functioning human life,” and the misery that comes from the 

effort to attain it.  Guide me toward the “fullness of my own 

particular human life,” and the relief and satisfaction that come 

from acknowledging the unique contribution and value that 

come through its disability. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 7:1-10 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 375 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for June 2, 2016 
1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24); Psalm 146; 

Galatians 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17 
 
FYI 
 Monday is a holiday, and the Centering Prayer meeting 
regularly scheduled for Monday will not meet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time - 2nd after Pentecost (Luke 7:1-10) 
 The Trinity is a doctrine of the Christian religion designed to 
helps us locate and understand how God is always present with us. 
The analogy is that the Trinity is a set of lenses through which we 
look at our life in order to perceive the three different aspects of 
what God is doing within us. The first thing the Trinity helps us see 
is that when we look within we can find something at work in us 
that is always on our side, working constantly to bring us the fullest 
life possible for us, expanding and sustaining our life by “parenting” 
us in the sense of providing nurture, support, guidance and 
encouragement. This parenting is offered to us through the 
internal cognitive processes that are built into us and operate 
within us all the time. Cognition is defined as the mental process of 
knowing, including aspects such as awareness, perception, 
reasoning, intuition, thought, sensation, imagination and 
judgment. It is through the operation of these cognitive faculties 
that God parents us, and our exercising these cognitive faculties is 
how we detect, discern and participate in God’s nurture, support, 
guidance and encouragement. The statement “God is always 
present with us” refers to the fact that these cognitive faculties are 
always available to us and are constantly operating in us. When we 
do not or cannot live by exercising these cognitive faculties, we live 
“automatically,” bound by what we inherited from those who 
raised us, and do not participate in the influence God is constantly 
exercising in our life [i.e., in the kingdom of God]. 
 In addition to parenting us in this way, and as an additional way 
of providing us with the fullest life possible for us, God also 
introduces into our awareness aspects of our life that are not in our 
consciousness, things that are true of us yet are not known by us. 
Thoughts, feelings, memories, insights, perceptions intrude into 
our awareness, seeking our attention in an effort to enlighten us 
about ourselves. These often come as things we are unable to 
welcome and explore, and, when this is true, we dismiss them. We 
then discover that they are returned to awareness, and this 
reintroduction continues until we are able to consider them. 

In addition, what has entered our awareness is eventually 
“sustained” there by another activity of God’s. We become able to 

call to mind what has been disclosed, consider it, ponder it and 
explore it. The mental work needed to integrate what we now know 
begins and continues even when we are not intent on doing that 
work. Something within us “advocates” for what has entered our 
awareness, “helps” us explore and unpack what has been disclosed, 
“comforts” us in the stresses and strains of assimilating what has 
been revealed, and does all of this until what is new to us becomes 
integrated as part of our self-understanding and we are able to use 
it in our living. We find that we are the recipient of internal activities 
like “mulling things over, pondering, exploring, ‘cooking,’ trying 
things on for size, living with, considering,” and through these 
activities our experience of our self expands. 
 These activities which God initiates and orchestrates are at work 
in us constantly, and the question is: Do we trust them as the way 
we are given the fullness of our life? 
 Today’s text follows Trinity Sunday, and in the text Christ has 
been teaching. The text then deals with the subject of trusting and 
relying on [having faith in] what has been taught. For the sake of 
this article, we will assume Christ has been teaching what the Trinity 
teaches us about how God is present, and we will assume that the 
same issue is being put to us: Do we trust, in the sense of rely on, 
what the Trinity tells us about how God is our companion? Do we 
put it to use? 
 Let’s say we are the Centurion, and there are parts of our life that 
could be described by the word “servant.” The Greek word actually 
means “slave,” and would refer to a part of us that is subject to what 
we want and subservient to our will, and is therefore not worthy of 
consideration in its own right. In other words, we do not consider 
this part of us as legitimate and do not honor its needs as valid. 
[Imagine a feeling-state we do not like because it makes us very 
uncomfortable.] We have been comfortable with this “slave” 
relationship, and then the insight comes to us that we see this part 
of us as “ill.” The Greek word translated as “ill” is a word meaning 
“badly,” from a root meaning “intrinsically worthless (subjectively: 
depraved; objectively: injurious).” In other words, we realize that 
we have seen this part of us as depraved or injurious and treated it 
as such, and because we see this part of us that way this part of us 



is always close to death. Seeing this changes the way we look at 
this part of us. And as we consider the way we see this part of us, 
it becomes possible to see it differently, as having value of some 
kind. The intrusion of this insight into our awareness is an 
illustration of how God companions us. So also is our mulling over 
of our new and our previous way of looking at this part of us.  Both 
of these activities have resulted in our seeing that the way we have 
seen and treated our “servant/slave” is not “worthy” or “fit,” and 
so the way we treat it changes. As the way we see this part of us 
changes, this part of us is “healed,” the word “heal” meaning “to 
save thoroughly.” 
 The internal activity of cognition [awareness, perception, 
reasoning, intuition, thought, sensation, imagination and 
judgment], especially when applied to the disclosures that are 
brought to us from our unconscious, and which are then pondered 
and considered, is how God brings us the fullness of our particular 
human life, and nurtures, supports, guides and encourages that 
life. One God, interacting with us in three different yet related 
ways, to bring us the fullness of our human life. 

[Jim Robie, 5-27-16, 2nd after Pentecost in cycle C, Luke:10:1-10] 


